
Vela's Research Goals

Gain insight into how users currently access and use weather information when

planning beach outings, surfing sessions, or boating activities.

Identify any pain points or challenges users face in obtaining and interpreting

weather information for beach-related activities.

By collecting and analyzing user stories, I was able to identify key patterns in

user needs and pain points. These stories became the groundwork for creating

Vela's user personas.

I used this user persona to determine which Vela features would be the most

critical to test, both before and after prototyping was designed. When using

other weather applications, user action can be summed within three major

steps, determining destination, checking weather, and planning around said

weather. These three phases would help me determine which of Vela's core

features were most important for testing.

Before transitioning to wireframes, I applied analytical research methods to

validate my own insight on user need. Using a similarity matrix and a best-

merge method dendrogram, I analyzed behavioral patterns and grouped

similar user needs. This process enabled me to uncover connections between

preferences, helping guide me in the process of developing a logical user flow

and later sitemap. 

I organized the following sitemap to sort features and navigation paths in a

way that aligned with user goals and expectations, ensuring that key

functionalities like finding a beach or checking weather updates were easy to

access. It bridged the gap between user insights and the foundational layout of

the app.

Usability Testing

Testing was completed to evaluate the usability of Vela. I aimed to gather

feedback from users like you to improve the design and functionality of this

application. I used Jakob Nielsen’s rating scale to grade the severity of any

issues that participants find through usability testing.

The results of this test were implem​​​​​​​ented into the current prototype for Vela,

the Figma link for which is listed below. 

Checkout the Figma Prototype here!
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